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15 CFR Ch. VII (1–1–16 Edition) § 700.1 

Subpart A—Purpose 
§ 700.1 Purpose of this part. 

This part implements the Defense 
Priorities and Allocations System 
(DPAS) that is administered by the De-
partment of Commerce, Bureau of In-
dustry and Security. The DPAS imple-
ments the priorities and allocations 
authority of the Defense Production 
Act, including use of that authority to 
support emergency preparedness ac-
tivities pursuant to Title VI of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5195 et seq.), and the priorities author-
ity of the Selective Service Act and re-
lated statutes, all with respect to in-
dustrial resources. The DPAS estab-
lishes procedures for the placement, 
acceptance, and performance of pri-
ority rated contracts and orders and 
for the allocation of materials, serv-
ices, and facilities. The guidance and 
procedures in this part are generally 
consistent with the guidance and pro-
cedures provided in other regulations 
issued under Executive Order 13603 au-
thority. 

[79 FR 47563, Aug. 14, 2014] 

Subpart B—Overview 
§ 700.2 Introduction. 

(a) Certain national defense and en-
ergy programs (including military, 
emergency preparedness, homeland se-
curity, and critical infrastructure pro-
tection and restoration activities) are 
approved for priorities and allocations 
support. A complete list of currently 
approved programs is provided at 
schedule I to this part. 

(b) The Department of Commerce ad-
ministers the DPAS and may exercise 
priorities and allocations authority to 
ensure the timely delivery of industrial 
items to meet approved program re-
quirements. 

(c) The Department of Commerce has 
delegated authority to place priority 
ratings on contracts or orders nec-
essary or appropriate to promote the 
national defense to certain government 
agencies that issue such contracts or 
orders. Such delegations include au-
thority to authorize recipients of rated 
orders to place ratings on contracts or 

orders to contractors, subcontractors, 
and suppliers. Schedule I to this part 
includes a list of agencies to which the 
Department of Commerce has dele-
gated authority. 

[79 FR 47563, Aug. 14, 2014] 

§ 700.3 Priority ratings and rated or-
ders. 

(a) Rated orders are identified by a 
priority rating and a program identi-
fication symbol. Rated orders take 
precedence over all unrated orders as 
necessary to meet required delivery 
dates. Among rated orders, DX rated 
orders take precedence over DO rated 
orders. Program identification symbols 
indicate which approved program is at-
tributed to the rated order. 

(b) Persons receiving rated orders 
must give them preferential treatment 
as required by this part. 

(c) All rated orders must be sched-
uled to the extent possible to ensure 
delivery by the required delivery date. 

(d) Persons who receive rated orders 
must in turn place rated orders with 
their suppliers for the items they need 
to fill the orders. This provision en-
sures that suppliers will give priority 
treatment to rated orders from con-
tractor to subcontractor to suppliers 
throughout the procurement chain. 

(e) Persons may place a priority rat-
ing on orders only when they are in re-
ceipt of a rated order, have been explic-
itly authorized to do so by the Depart-
ment of Commerce or a Delegate Agen-
cy, or are otherwise permitted to do so 
by this part. 

[49 FR 30414, July 30, 1984. Redesignated at 54 
FR 601, Jan. 9, 1989, as amended at 63 FR 
31921, June 11, 1998; 79 FR 47563, Aug. 14, 2014] 

§§ 700.4–700.7 [Reserved] 

Subpart C—Definitions 

§ 700.8 Definitions. 
The definitions in this section apply 

throughout this part: 
Allocation. The control of the dis-

tribution of materials, services or fa-
cilities for a purpose deemed necessary 
or appropriate to promote the national 
defense. 

Allocation order. An official action to 
control the distribution of materials, 
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